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Provide Indication Of Available Cloud
Computing Systems

220 —

Receive Selection Of Application Portion
And Hosting Cloud System

230 -

Burst Application Portions To Selected Cloud Systems

Figure 2
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310 —~

Present View Showing Application Portions
Running On Cloud Systems

320 ~

Receive User Input Indicating Tasks To Be Performed

330 —~

Access User Input To Determine Native
Commands For Task

340 —

Perform Determined Task Using Native Commands

Figure 3
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Provide Indication Of Available Cloud
Computing Systems

420 —

Receive Indication Of Cloud Bursting Target

430 -

Receive Indication Of Data Files And Settings For Staging

Create Cloud Bursting Target

Figure 4
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1
CLOUD BURSTING AND MANAGEMENT OF
CLOUD-BURSTED APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Computers have become highly integrated in the work-
force, in the home, in mobile devices, and many other places.
Computers can process massive amounts of information
quickly and efficiently. Software applications designed to run
on computer systems allow users to perform a wide variety of
functions including business applications, schoolwork, enter-
tainment and more. Software applications are often designed
to perform specific tasks, such as word processor applications
for drafting documents, or email programs for sending,
receiving and organizing email.

In some cases, software applications are designed for dis-
tribution and implementation on multiple different computer
systems. Such software applications are referred to as distrib-
uted applications. These applications may be configured such
that different portions or tiers of the application are capable of
being run on different computer systems. As such, these
application portions may be assigned for execution on differ-
ent computer systems. In some cases, the computer systems
may be the same type of computer system, while in other
cases, the computer systems are different types of computer
systems that may include different hardware, software and/or
operating systems.

These computer systems may be provided and managed by
a cloud hoster or cloud provider in the same or in another
geographic region. As used herein, a “cloud provider” refers
to an entity that provides cloud computing resources. The
physical computer systems that actually run the cloud are
opaque to the workload that uses the computer systems. As
such, when a software application or service is running on the
cloud, the application or service owner does not know on
which computer system the service/application is actually
running

BRIEF SUMMARY

Embodiments described herein are directed to bursting
application portions to different types of cloud computing
systems, managing distributed applications distributed over a
plurality of different cloud types and to creating a cloud
bursting target in a specified cloud. In one embodiment, a
computer system provides an indication of available cloud
computing systems including at least a first cloud computing
system of a first type and a second cloud computing system of
a second, different type. The computer system receives a
selection indicating that a portion of a software application
currently hosted on the first cloud computing system of the
first type is to be bursted onto the second cloud computing
system. Then, in response to the selection, the computer sys-
tem bursts the software application portion from the first
cloud computing system of the first type to the second cloud
computing system of the second, different type.

In another embodiment, a computer system manages dis-
tributed applications distributed over multiple different cloud
types. The computer system presents a view that shows soft-
ware application portions running on various cloud comput-
ing systems. The computer system receives a user input indi-
cating tasks that are to be performed on at least one software
application portion running on a user-selected cloud comput-
ing system. The computer system then accesses the received
user input to determine which task is to be performed using
commands that are native to the user-selected cloud comput-
ing system. After making this determination, the computer
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2

system performs the determined task using native commands
on the software application portion on the user-selected cloud
computing system.

In yet another embodiment, a computer system creates a
cloud bursting target in a specified cloud. The computer sys-
tem provides an indication of available cloud computing sys-
tems including at least a first cloud computing system of a first
type and a second cloud computing system of a second,
different type. The computer system receives a first indication
indicating that a first cloud computing system of a first type is
to be used as a cloud bursting target. The cloud bursting target
is a cloud computing system that is configured to host various
portions of a software application according to predefined
settings. The computer system then receives a second indica-
tion specifying data files and settings that are to be staged on
the cloud bursting target and, in response to the received
indications, creates the cloud bursting target according to the
predefined settings.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
jectmatter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid in determin-
ing the scope of the claimed subject matter.

Additional features and advantages will be set forth in the
description which follows, and in part will be apparent to one
of ordinary skill in the art from the description, or may be
learned by the practice of the teachings herein. Features and
advantages of embodiments of the invention may be realized
and obtained by means of the instruments and combinations
particularly pointed out in the appended claims. Features of
the embodiments of the present invention will become more
fully apparent from the following description and appended
claims, or may be learned by the practice of the invention as
set forth hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

To further clarify the above and other advantages and fea-
tures of embodiments of the present invention, a more par-
ticular description of embodiments of the present invention
will be rendered by reference to the appended drawings. It is
appreciated that these drawings depict only typical embodi-
ments of the invention and are therefore not to be considered
limiting of its scope. The embodiments of the invention will
be described and explained with additional specificity and
detail through the use of the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG. 1illustrates a computer architecture in which embodi-
ments of the present invention may operate including bursting
application portions to different types of cloud computing
systems.

FIG. 2 illustrates a flowchart of an example method for
bursting application portions to different types of cloud com-
puting systems.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flowchart of an example method for
managing distributed applications distributed over a plurality
of different cloud types.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of an example method for
creating a cloud bursting target in a specified cloud.

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment in which distributed
applications distributed over a plurality of different cloud
types are managed.

FIG. 6 illustrates a configuration window in which distrib-
uted applications distributed over a plurality of different
cloud types are managed.
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FIG. 7 illustrates an alternative embodiment in which dis-
tributed applications distributed over a plurality of different
cloud types are managed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments described herein are directed to bursting
application portions to different types of cloud computing
systems, managing distributed applications distributed over a
plurality of different cloud types and to creating a cloud
bursting target in a specified cloud. In one embodiment, a
computer system provides an indication of available cloud
computing systems including at least a first cloud computing
system of a first type and a second cloud computing system of
a second, different type. The computer system receives a
selection indicating that a portion of a software application
currently hosted on the first cloud computing system of the
first type is to be bursted onto the second cloud computing
system. Then, in response to the selection, the computer sys-
tem bursts the software application portion from the first
cloud computing system of the first type to the second cloud
computing system of the second, different type.

In another embodiment, a computer system manages dis-
tributed applications distributed over multiple different cloud
types. The computer system presents a view that shows soft-
ware application portions running on various cloud comput-
ing systems. The computer system receives a user input indi-
cating tasks that are to be performed on at least one software
application portion running on a user-selected cloud comput-
ing system. The computer system then accesses the received
user input to determine which task is to be performed using
commands that are native to the user-selected cloud comput-
ing system. After making this determination, the computer
system performs the determined task using native commands
on the software application portion on the user-selected cloud
computing system.

In yet another embodiment, a computer system creates a
cloud bursting target in a specified cloud. The computer sys-
tem provides an indication of available cloud computing sys-
tems including at least a first cloud computing system of a first
type and a second cloud computing system of a second,
different type. The computer system receives a first indication
indicating that a first cloud computing system of a first type is
to be used as a cloud bursting target. The cloud bursting target
is a cloud computing system that is configured to host various
portions of a software application according to predefined
settings. The computer system then receives a second indica-
tion specifying data files and settings that are to be staged on
the cloud bursting target and, in response to the received
indications, creates the cloud bursting target according to the
predefined settings.

The following discussion now refers to a number of meth-
ods and method acts that may be performed. It should be
noted, that although the method acts may be discussed in a
certain order or illustrated in a flow chart as occurring in a
particular order, no particular ordering is necessarily required
unless specifically stated, or required because an act is depen-
dent on another act being completed prior to the act being
performed.

Embodiments of the present invention may comprise or
utilize a special purpose or general-purpose computer includ-
ing computer hardware, such as, for example, one or more
processors and system memory, as discussed in greater detail
below. Embodiments within the scope of the present inven-
tion also include physical and other computer-readable media
for carrying or storing computer-executable instructions and/
or data structures. Such computer-readable media can be any
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4

available media that can be accessed by a general purpose or
special purpose computer system. Computer-readable media
that store computer-executable instructions in the form of
data are computer storage media. Computer-readable media
that carry computer-executable instructions are transmission
media. Thus, by way of example, and not limitation, embodi-
ments of the invention can comprise at least two distinctly
different kinds of computer-readable media: computer stor-
age media and transmission media.

Computer storage media includes RAM, ROM, EEPROM,
CD-ROM,; solid state drives (SSDs) that are based on RAM,
Flash memory, phase-change memory (PCM), or other types
of memory, or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk stor-
age or other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium
which can be used to store desired program code means in the
form of computer-executable instructions, data or data struc-
tures and which can be accessed by a general purpose or
special purpose computer.

A “network” is defined as one or more data links and/or
data switches that enable the transport of electronic data
between computer systems and/or modules and/or other elec-
tronic devices. When information is transferred or provided
over a network (either hardwired, wireless, or a combination
of hardwired or wireless) to a computer, the computer prop-
erly views the connection as a transmission medium. Trans-
mission media can include a network which can be used to
carry data or desired program code means in the form of
computer-executable instructions or in the form of data struc-
tures and which can be accessed by a general purpose or
special purpose computer. Combinations of the above should
also be included within the scope of computer-readable
media.

Further, upon reaching various computer system compo-
nents, program code means in the form of computer-execut-
able instructions or data structures can be transferred auto-
matically from transmission media to computer storage
media (or vice versa). For example, computer-executable
instructions or data structures received over a network or data
link can be buffered in RAM within a network interface
module (e.g., a network interface card or “NIC”), and then
eventually transferred to computer system RAM and/or to
less volatile computer storage media at a computer system.
Thus, it should be understood that computer storage media
can be included in computer system components that also (or
even primarily) utilize transmission media.

Computer-executable (or computer-interpretable) instruc-
tions comprise, for example, instructions which cause a gen-
eral purpose computer, special purpose computer, or special
purpose processing device to perform a certain function or
group of functions. The computer executable instructions
may be, for example, binaries, intermediate format instruc-
tions such as assembly language, or even source code.
Although the subject matter has been described in language
specific to structural features and/or methodological acts, it is
to be understood that the subject matter defined in the
appended claims is not necessarily limited to the described
features or acts described above. Rather, the described fea-
tures and acts are disclosed as example forms of implement-
ing the claims.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the invention
may be practiced in network computing environments with
many types of computer system configurations, including
personal computers, desktop computers, laptop computers,
message processors, hand-held devices, multi-processor sys-
tems, microprocessor-based or programmable consumer
electronics, network PCs, minicomputers, mainframe com-
puters, mobile telephones, PDAs, tablets, pagers, routers,
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switches, and the like. The invention may also be practiced in
distributed system environments where local and remote
computer systems that are linked (either by hardwired data
links, wireless data links, or by a combination of hardwired
and wireless data links) through a network, each perform
tasks (e.g. cloud computing, cloud services and the like). In a
distributed system environment, program modules may be
located in both local and remote memory storage devices.

As used herein, the terms “cloud” or “cloud computing”
refer to a model for enabling ubiquitous, convenient, on-
demand network access to a shared pool of configurable
computing resources (e.g., networks, servers, storage, appli-
cations, and/or services) that can be rapidly provisioned and
released with minimal management effort or service provider
interaction, as defined by the National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST). The cloud computing model
includes characteristics such as on-demand self-service,
broad network access, resource pooling, rapid elasticity and
measured service. The cloud computing model may be imple-
mented in various service models including Software as a
Service (SaaS), Platform as a Service (PaaS), or Infrastruc-
ture as a Service (laaS), and may incorporate one or more
deployment models including private clouds, community
clouds, public clouds and hybrid clouds.

FIG. 1 illustrates a computer architecture 100 in which the
principles of the present invention may be employed. Com-
puter architecture 100 includes computer system 101. Com-
puter system 101 may be any type of local or distributed
computer system, including a cloud computing system. The
computer system may also be any type of physical or virtual
computer system. The computer system includes a display
109 that shows available cloud computing systems (e.g.
111A, 111B, 112A and 112B). These cloud systems may be
public clouds (111A/111B) or private clouds (112A/112B).
As the names imply, public clouds are generally open to the
public, while private clouds restrict membership in some
manner.

Other types of clouds may also be used such as community
clouds (where a cloud infrastructure is provisioned for exclu-
sive use by a specific community of consumers from organi-
zations that have shared concerns (e.g., mission, security
requirements, policy, and compliance considerations) or
hybrid clouds (where the cloud infrastructure includes two or
more distinct cloud infrastructures (including private, com-
munity, or public clouds)). Each cloud, public, private, com-
munity or hybrid, may be run on a single server computer
system or may be distributed over multiple servers. Moreover,
each cloud may be run as part of a virtual server or on multiple
virtual servers. Each cloud may be configured to provide
processing resources, storage resources, networking
resources or other computing resources.

Each cloud can run different software applications. In
some cases, an application is run on a single cloud, while in
other cases, an application is run on multiple clouds. Software
applications may be divided into different sections or tiers,
each of which may be assigned to a different cloud. Software
application 125 includes three portions: portion A (126A),
portion B (126B) and portion C (126C). As will be under-
stood, each software application may include a different num-
ber of portions, and each application may include substan-
tially any number of different portions. In the embodiment
shown in FIG. 1, portion A is running on public cloud B
(111B), portion B is running on private cloud A (112A) and
portion C is running on private cloud B (112B). This is just
one example of the many different possibilities for running
application portions on different clouds.
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In some cases, each cloud may have different commands.
For instance, public cloud A may have a certain set of cloud-
specific commands 117 for tasks such as starting execution of
an application, stopping execution of an application, pausing
execution, upgrading cloud or application software or delet-
ing portions of the application. Many other commands are
possible, and the above list is not intended to be exhaustive.
The cloud management interface provided by computer sys-
tem 101 may have its own native commands 116. The task
mapping module 115 may be used to map the native com-
mands entered by a user (105) into each cloud’s cloud-spe-
cific commands. Thus, if the user entered a “shutdown” com-
mand, the task mapping module 115 may map the shutdown
command to a “kill all services” command in private cloud B.
In this manner, the computer system 101 may provide a
common set of terms for performing tasks across a variety of
different types of clouds that use different terms for those
commands. These concepts will be explained further below
with regard to methods 200, 300 and 400 of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4,
respectively.

In view of the systems and architectures described above,
methodologies that may be implemented in accordance with
the disclosed subject matter will be better appreciated with
reference to the flow charts of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4. For purposes
of simplicity of explanation, the methodologies are shown
and described as a series of blocks. However, it should be
understood and appreciated that the claimed subject matter is
not limited by the order of the blocks, as some blocks may
occur in different orders and/or concurrently with other
blocks from what is depicted and described herein. Moreover,
not all illustrated blocks may be required to implement the
methodologies described hereinafter.

FIG. 2 illustrates a flowchart of a method 200 for bursting
application portions to different types of cloud computing
systems. The method 200 will now be described with frequent
reference to the components and data of environment 100.

Method 200 includes an act of providing an indication of
available cloud computing systems including at least a first
cloud computing system of a first type and a second cloud
computing system of a second, different type (act 210). For
example, display 109 of computer system 101 may provide an
indication of those cloud computing systems 110 that are
available to user 105. The display shows that two public
clouds are available (111A and 111B) and that two private
clouds are available (112A and 112B). As cloud computing
systems become available or lose their availability, they may
be dynamically added to or removed from the display. The
computer system 101 may be part of a cluster of other com-
puter systems, or may be linked via a network to other com-
puter systems in some manner. As such, computer system 101
is aware of and is communicatively linked to multiple difter-
ent types of cloud computing systems, including public, pri-
vate, proprietary, third party and other types of clouds.

Method 200 also includes an act of receiving a selection
indicating that a portion of a software application currently
hosted on the first cloud computing system of the first type is
to be bursted onto the second cloud computing system (act
220). As used herein, the term “bursting” refers to moving the
execution or hosting of an application on one cloud to one or
more other clouds. Bursting may also refer to providing addi-
tional resources for a part of an application by running addi-
tional instances of the application in another cloud while the
original instance remains running (as will be explained fur-
ther below). Accordingly, user 105 may wish to move the
execution of portion A (126A) of software application 125
from public cloud B (111B) to private cloud A (112A). The
user may wish to change clouds for a variety of reasons
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including the price of hosting, price of bandwidth, reaching
the end of a contract term, location or any of a variety of other
reasons. The interface provided by computer system 101
allows the user to burst any portion of the application onto any
type of cloud at virtually any time.

Then, in response to the user’s selection, method 200
includes an act of bursting the software application portion
from the first cloud computing system of the first type to the
second cloud computing system of the second, different type
(act 230). Thus, in the example above, if the user indicated in
input 106 that the execution of portion A of software appli-
cation 125 is to be bursted from public cloud B to private
cloud A, public cloud B would cease hosting portion A and
private cloud A would begin hosting portion A. This transition
may occur seamlessly, even if the two clouds are of different
types (i.e. different operating systems, different protocols,
different commands, etc.). Each portion of the software appli-
cation may then be presented in the cloud computing system
to which that portion has been assigned. Thus, if user 105
were to select private cloud A (e.g. by clicking on it), private
cloud A would then show that it is hosting portion A of
software application 125.

Accordingly, in some embodiments, a view may be pre-
sented that shows a specified cloud computing system (e.g.
private cloud A) and each of the application portions hosted
on that cloud computing system. The view may show that, for
example, public cloud A (111A) is hosting portion C of soft-
ware application 125, as well as portion B of a different
application and portion E of still another application. The
view may be dynamically updated as application portions are
bursted to and from public cloud A. The user 105 may switch
views when desired to go from a view showing a specific
cloud computer system to the main view showing all (or a
portion) of the available clouds 110. Once in the main view,
the user may select a different cloud, and the computer system
101 will generate a view from the selected cloud computing
system’s perspective.

The software application portions may be bursted to other
clouds according to the desires of the user (e.g. an adminis-
trator) or according to policy. For instance, a client may have
a policy (or change their policy) to indicate that their appli-
cation is only to be run on public clouds, or is only to be run
on clouds whose servers are located in a particular geographic
region. In such cases, application portions may be bursted to
other clouds that comply with the user’s specified policy.

Turning now to method 300 of FIG. 3, a flowchart illus-
trates managing distributed applications distributed over a
plurality of different cloud types. The method 300 will now be
described with frequent reference to the components and data
of environment 100.

Method 300 includes an act of presenting a view that shows
one or more software application portions running on one or
more cloud computing systems (act 310). For example, FIG.
1 shows display 109 with four different cloud computing
systems: two are public (111A and 111B) and two are private
(112A and 112B). Various portions of software application
125 are shown as being run on the various clouds (e.g. portion
C is being run on private cloud B). Method 300 then includes
an act of receiving a user input indicating one or more tasks
that are to be performed on at least one software application
portion running on a user-selected cloud computing system
(act 320). For example, a task may include starting, stopping
or pausing execution of an application portion, resuming
execution, updating the application, deleting application files
orany other of a variety of tasks. Each cloud may have its own
nomenclature for commands. For example, in public cloud B
a command to temporarily halt processing may be a “Pause”
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command while in private cloud A, the command to tempo-
rarily halt processing is a “Suspend” command. Accordingly,
each cloud may have its own cloud-specific commands 117.

Method 300 then accesses the received user input to deter-
mine which task is to be performed using commands that are
native to the user-selected cloud computing system (act 330).
Task mapping module 115 may access the task(s) 107 speci-
fied in user input 106 to determine which command(s) that
task maps to on the specified cloud. Thus, for instance, in the
example above, if the user sent a native “Pause” command to
the cloud management interface of computer system 101 to
pause execution on private cloud A, the task mapping module
would map the “Pause” command to the cloud-specific “Sus-
pend” command of private cloud A. The task mapping mod-
ule 115 may store a mapping that maps between computer
system 101°s native commands 116 and each cloud’s cloud-
specific commands 117. This mapping may be updated each
time a public or private cloud changes its task/command
nomenclature.

Afteruser’s task 107 has been properly mapped to a cloud-
specific command, the task performing module 120 performs
the determined task using native commands on the at least one
software application portion on the user-selected cloud com-
puting system (act 340). Thus, continuing the above example,
if the user had input the “Pause” command, the “Suspend”
command would be sent to private cloud A to temporarily halt
execution of the application portion. In some cases, the task
may include an update. As such, an update may be initiated
for each portion of the software application while one or more
parts of the application are being executed on different cloud
computing systems. Accordingly, each application portion or
tier can be updated separately, while the other parts of the
application are being run on different cloud computing sys-
tems.

Turning now to FIG. 4, FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of a
method 400 for creating a cloud bursting target in a specified
cloud. The method 400 will now be described with frequent
reference to the components and data of environment 100.

Method 400 includes an act of providing an indication of
available cloud computing systems including at least a first
cloud computing system of a first type and a second cloud
computing system of a second, different type (act 410). As
described above, computer system 101 may provide a display
109 that shows the available cloud computing systems 110.
The available clouds are those that the user has access to (e.g.
by paying a fee to that company). The available clouds may
include all different types of clouds including public, private,
third party, proprietary systems and other clouds. The com-
puter system can receive input from users (e.g. input 106 from
user 105). In some cases, the input may indicate that a first
cloud computing system of a first type is to be used as a cloud
bursting target (act 420). A bursting target is a cloud to which
the execution or hosting of an application is to be bursted.
Thus, if the user chose public cloud A (111A) as a bursting
target, public cloud A would be used to host at least a portion
of the user’s software application according to predefined
settings.

For instance, as shown in FIG. 6, an interface may be
provided that allows a user to select a bursting target (i.e. a
target cloud for scaling out). The available clouds may
include “Sandbox” of cloud type 1 (e.g. operating system A)
and “Tacoma” of cloud type 2 (e.g. operating system B). The
selected bursting target, Tacoma, is shown to have a virtual
machine (VM) count of 12 virtual machines, 24 central pro-
cessing units (or cores), 52 gigabytes (GB) of available
memory, unlimited disk space and a custom quota of 21. It
will be understood that any of these settings may be changed
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for each cloud, and that each cloud may have its own set of
settings. Moreover, the settings may be different for each
user, or for different payment plans (e.g. more expensive
cloud hosting plans include more computing resources).

When the user selects a bursting target (e.g. Tacoma), the
cloud type may be different than the cloud type that is cur-
rently hosting the user’s applications (or application por-
tions). The user may select any different type of cloud com-
puting system that shows up as available in the main display
109. In some cases, the bursting target may be staged before-
hand with one or more data files and settings associated with
software application that is to be bursted across cloud com-
puting systems. Thus, for example, if software application
125 was to be bursted to the Tacoma cloud, at least a portion
of the application’s files and/or settings may be setup before
the cloud actually starts hosting the application. In this man-
ner, once hosting is to begin, startup time is minimal as most
of the files and settings are already in place.

In some embodiments, a template is created for each burst-
ing target. The template includes information and settings
needed to instantiate an instance of the software application in
the target cloud. Thus, the template provides an outline of
repeatable steps to ensure that any time such an application is
deployed or upgraded, the same set steps can be performed
and the application will be properly deployed.

As mentioned above, each application or service may
include different portions or tiers. Each of those application
portions or tiers may include multiple instances. Thus, as
shown in FIG. 5, application/service 550 may include three
portions/tiers: web tier 551A, server tier 551B and virtual
machine (VM) tier 551C. The web tier includes three appli-
cation instances (561, 562 and 563), the server tier includes
two application instances (564 and 565) and the VM tier
includes one application instance (566). It will be understood
that each application portion or tier may include substantially
any number of instances. Each of these tiers may be config-
ured to communicate with other computer systems using
network 570. Each tier may include various buttons including
an “Add Target Button” as shown in web tier 551A. The add
target button may allow a user to add bursting targets. Once
the add target button has been clicked, the interface of FIG. 6
(as described above) may be shown). Once the user has
selected a bursting target for the tier or for one application
instance of a tier, that application instance may be bursted to
that cloud.

Next, method 400 includes an act of receiving a second
indication specifying data files and settings that are to be
staged on the cloud bursting target (act 430). Thus, user 105
may indicate that data files and/or settings of application 125
are to be staged on the Tacoma cloud. The user may also
indicate that other portions of the application are to be staged
on other clouds computing systems (potentially of different
types). Then, in response to the user’s indications, method
400 includes an act of creating the cloud bursting target
according to the predefined settings (act 440). Then, after the
application has been bursted to the bursting target, the burst-
ing target (e.g. the Tacoma cloud) hosts the indicated portion
or instance of the software application.

Accordingly, as shown in FIG. 7, application instance 567
may be bursted to cloud Y and application instance 568 may
be bursted to cloud Z. The user may click on any given
instance to see where that instance is being hosted and what
hosting settings are in place. Alternatively, the user may click
on a tier or on the application 550 to view where each tier
and/or instance is being hosted. In this view, a user may also
perform commands on any of the application’s tiers or
instances. As shown in FIG. 7, if a user selects task button
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581, a task menu 582 may be displayed. The task menu shows
common tasks in the interface’s native language. As
described above, any commands selected may be interpreted
and mapped to corresponding cloud-specific commands.

In some embodiments, the computer system 101 may be
configured to translate settings and migrate software applica-
tion content to the chosen cloud bursting target. Upon deter-
mining that the cloud bursting target has been initialized or
created, the software application may be automatically scaled
out to the selected cloud bursting target. In some cases, the
application may be automatically scaled out upon determin-
ing that a predetermined application usage threshold has been
met. Thus, in such cases, once an application has shown
sufficient usage, it is automatically bursted to the chosen
cloud(s). Conversely, a software application may be auto-
matically scaled back upon determining that software appli-
cation usage is below a predetermined application usage
threshold. This usage threshold may be defined by a user or
may be derived from historical application usage data. Thus,
the threshold may be set, for example, based on how much an
application has been used over a specified time period (e.g. an
hour, a day, week, month, etc.), or, in some cases, the thresh-
old may be set based on a future, predicted usage.

Accordingly, as described above, methods, systems and
computer program products are provided which burst appli-
cation portions to different types of cloud computing systems.
Moreover, methods, systems and computer program products
are provided which manage distributed applications distrib-
uted over multiple different cloud types and which create
cloud bursting targets in specified clouds.

The present invention may be embodied in other specific
forms without departing from its spirit or essential character-
istics. The described embodiments are to be considered in all
respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of
the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims
rather than by the foregoing description. All changes which
come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims are to be embraced within their scope.

We claim:

1. A method, implemented at a computer system that
includes one or more processors, for bursting application
portions to different types of cloud computing systems, the
method comprising:

providing an indication of available cloud computing sys-

tems, including at least a first cloud computing system
and a second cloud computing system, the first cloud
computing system having one or more first commands
that are expressed with a first nomenclature for invoking
one or more first cloud functions the second cloud com-
puting system having one or more second commands
that are expressed with a second nomenclature that is
different from the first nomenclature for invoking one or
more second cloud functions that are equivalent to the
one or more first cloud functions;

receiving a selection indicating that a portion of a software

application that is currently hosted on the first cloud
computing system is to be bursted onto the second cloud
computing system; and

in response to the selection, bursting the portion of the

software application from the first cloud computing sys-

tem to the second cloud computing system, including:

identifying a particular first command of the one or more
first commands that is used at the first cloud comput-
ing system for invoking a particular first cloud func-
tion of the one or more first cloud functions in con-
nection with execution of the portion of the software
application at the first cloud computing system;
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identifying a particular second command of the one or
second commands that invokes a particular second
cloud function of the one or more second cloud func-
tions that is equivalent to the particular first cloud
function; and

mapping the particular first command to the particular
second command, such that the particular second
command, instead of the particular first command, is
used at the second cloud computing system for invok-
ing the particular second cloud function in connection
with execution of the portion of the software applica-
tion at the second cloud computing system.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein each portion of the
software application is presented in a corresponding cloud
computing system in which that portion is currently being
hosted.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein a view is presented that
shows a specified cloud computing system and each applica-
tion portion hosted on that specified cloud computing system.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising switching
between cloud computing system views in response to a user
input selecting which cloud computing system’s perspective
to present.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the computer system is
aware of and is communicatively linked to a plurality of
different types of cloud computing systems including at least
the first and second cloud computing systems.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein a second portion of the
application currently being hosted on the second cloud com-
puter system is bursted on to a third cloud computing system.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein portions the software
application are bursted to cloud computing systems in speci-
fied geographic regions.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising creating a
template for the second cloud computing system, wherein the
template includes a series of steps that allow instances of the
software application to be instantiated in the second cloud
computing system in a repeatable manner.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein each portion of the
software application hosted on the first and second cloud
computing systems is separately updateable.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein separate portions of the
same software application are hostable on the first and second
cloud computing systems simultaneously.

11. A computer system, comprising:

one Or more processors;

system memory; and

one or more computer-readable storage media having

stored thereon computer-executable instructions that are
structured such that, when executed by the one or more
processors, the computer-executable instructions con-
figure the computer system to create a cloud bursting
target in a specified cloud, including computer-execut-
able instructions that configure the computer system to
perform at least the following:

provide an indication of available cloud computing sys-

tems, including at least a first cloud computing system
and a second cloud computing system, the first cloud
computing system having one or more first commands
that are expressed with a first nomenclature for invoking
one or more first cloud functions, the second cloud com-
puting system having one or more second commands
that are expressed with a second nomenclature that is
different from the first nomenclature for invoking one or
more second cloud functions that are equivalent to the
one or more first cloud functions;
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receive a selection indicating that a portion of a software
application that is currently hosted on the first cloud
computing system is to be bursted onto the second cloud
computing system; and
in response to the selection, burst the portion of the soft-
ware application from the first cloud computing system
to the second cloud computing system, including:

identifying a particular first command of the one or more
first commands that is used at the first cloud computing
system for invoking a particular first cloud function of
the one or more first cloud functions in connection with
execution of the portion of the software application at
the first cloud computing system;
identifying a particular second command of the one or
second commands that invokes a particular second cloud
function of the one or more second cloud functions that
is equivalent to the particular first cloud function; and

mapping the particular first command to the particular
second command, such that the particular second com-
mand, instead of the particular first command, is used at
the second cloud computing system for invoking the
particular second cloud function in connection with
execution of the portion of the software application at
the second cloud computing system.

12. The computer system of claim 11, also including com-
puter-executable instructions that confi ire the computer sys-
tem to migrate software application content to the cloud
bursting target.

13. The computer system of claim 11, also including com-
puter-executable instructions that confiqure the computer
system to scale out the software application to the cloud
bursting target.

14. The computer system of claim 13, wherein the software
application is automatically scaled out to the cloud bursting
target upon determining that a predetermined application
usage threshold has been met.

15. The computer system of claim 14, wherein the software
application is automatically scaled back upon determining
that software application usage is below the predetermined
application usage threshold.

16. The computer system of claim 14, wherein the pre-
defined threshold is defined by a user or is derived from
historical application usage data.

17. The computer system of claim 11, also including com-
puter-executable instructions that configure the computer
system to stage the cloud bursting target with one or more data
files and settings associated with the portion of the software
application that is to be bursted onto the second computing
system.

18. The computer system of claim 11, also including com-
puter-executable instructions that comfigure the computer
system to create a template for the cloud busting target, the
template including information and settings needed to instan-
tiate an instance of the software application in the second
cloud computing system.

19. The computer system of claim 11, wherein separate
portions of the same software application are hostable on the
first and second cloud computing systems simultaneously.

20. A computer program product comprising one or more
hardware storage devices having stored thereon computer-
executable instructions that are structured such that, when
executed by one or more processors of a computing system,
the computer-executable instructions configure the comput-
ing system to burst application portions to different types of
cloud computing systems, including computer-executable
instructions that configure the computing system to perform
at least the following:
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provide an indication of available cloud computing sys-

tems, including at least a first cloud computing system
and a second cloud computing system, the first cloud
computing system having one or more first commands
that are expressed with a first nomenclature for invoking
one or more first cloud functions, the second cloud com-
puting system having one or more second commands
that are expressed with a second nomenclature that is
different from the first nomenclature for invoking one or
more second cloud functions that are equivalent to the
one or more first cloud functions;

receive a selection indicating that a portion of a software
application that is currently hosted on the first cloud
computing system is to be bursted onto the second cloud
computing system; and

in response to the selection, burst the portion of the soft-
ware application from the first cloud computing system
to the second cloud computing system, including:
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identifying a particular first command of the one or more

first commands that is used at the first cloud computing
system for invoking a particular first cloud function of
the one or more first cloud functions in connection with
execution of the portion of the software application at
the first cloud computing system;

identifying a particular second command of the one or

second commands that invokes a particular second cloud
function of the one or more second cloud functions that
is equivalent to the particular first cloud function; and

mapping the particular first command to the particular

second command, such that the particular second com-
mand, instead of the particular first command, is used at
the second cloud computing system for invoking the
particular second cloud function in connection with
execution of the portion of the software application at
the second cloud computing system.
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